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Foreword

In all their complexity and variety, Episcopal schools hold a spe-
cial place in the world of independent education. Complexity 
and variety bring their own special challenges, especially when it 
comes to defining the culture and character of Episcopal educa-
tion—and the governance of its schools—in a rapidly changing 
American educational landscape. 

The essays in this second edition of Reasons for Being offer a 
series of compelling reflections on important issues of Episcopal 
identity, purpose, and governance. They also describe, often with 
fine eloquence, the many grace-filled ways in which we can deep-
en and nurture our common life as Episcopal educators and sup-
porters of Episcopal education. 

Heads of school and trustees; vestry members and parish clergy 
(both those new to Episcopal education and those with long expe-
rience); bishops and diocesan staff; faculty members, chaplains, 
and administrators; parents of Episcopal school students: All will 
find in these pages (and in the questions for reflection that fol-
low each essay) ways to educate themselves and others about 
the distinctive Episcopal culture and character of our schools. 
Contributors to this new edition represent a wide range of exper-
tise and experience. As you will see, all share both a strong com-
mitment to Episcopal education and a deep love for the openness 
and welcome that characterize Episcopal Church life. 

As we prepare our children for the challenges of life in the 
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twenty-first century, may this new edition of Reasons for Being, 
like its predecessor, stimulate new thinking, renew our energies 
for theological reflection, and strengthen our commitment to the 
ideals of godly service and care for others that lie at the heart of 
our Episcopal identity.

The Reverend Roger A. Ferlo, Ph.D., D.D.
Governing Board President

National Association of Episcopal Schools
May, 2010

Foreword
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