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September 27, 2026

Dear people of God serving Episcopal schools:

“Be still and know that | am God,” sings the psalmist, and although we long to obey, the command
seems almost laughable. We are, after all, people with children at the center of our lives, trying to
raise them in a world in which the outrage machine sends a steady stream of noise through our
phones and theirs. What’s more, too often the world is on fire—literally and figuratively—and being
stillis ill-advised.

God’s people have been here before. Psalm 46, which exhorts us to be still, was written when wars
and natural disasters raged, and earthly leaders were besieged. “The nations are in an uproar, the
kingdoms totter,” it tells us, and we can surely identify.

Yet even amid turmoil, when it most seems like we should react out of fear or outrage, God calls us
to stillness—to the kind of reflective spiritual maturity that is, in the end, the only way we will
discern the way out of the chaos and conflict. When we are still, we can hear our fellow human
beings, and we can hear God. Only then do we know what to do.

As you form young people to resist fear and division, grounding them intellectually and emotionally,
praying with them, and teaching them to think clearly, you are raising a generation that will know
how to be still in the face of our culture’s powerful pressure to react and retaliate. | am grateful
beyond measure for your work to teach and raise up a new generation of wiser, more generous
leaders for our country and our world, and | look forward to gathering with you in Los Angeles next
month.

Yours in Christ,
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Sean Rowe (The Most Rev.)
Presiding Bishop
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